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Texts on Creation 

Part One 
 

Thursday, September 14: The Hebrew Bible (Genesis 1-4) and The Quran (selected Surahs)  
 
Over half of the world’s population regards either The Hebrew Bible or Quran as the revealed 
word of God. For millennia, these texts provided and continue to provide guidance to billions of 
human beings who wonder at the mystery of our existence and hope to discover something 
about its meaning and purpose. This evening, we will join them in asking what these texts may 
have to instruct us about these things. While we will read and discuss the texts with respect, 
our goal this evening is not to demonstrate the authority of any one of them, but to listen 
intently and openly to what each of them have to say to us about their visions of the origins of 
the universe, our place in it and the nature of its Creator. Please consider the following 
questions as you read; they are designed to get you thinking about the similarities and 
differences between these texts.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Hebrew Bible (Genesis 1-4) 
 
1. These first four books of the Hebrew Bible give an account of the creation of the universe, 

the Earth, and all living things. It seems that there are multiple accounts here. Are these 
accounts contradictory or complementary? Are there also multiple accounts in the Quran? 

 
2. After Adam and Eve ate the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, “the eyes of 

them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.” How did you react when 
you lost innocence or ignorance about something important? Would you do it differently if 
you could do it again? 

 
3. Why does God not respect the offerings of Cain and what might be the significance of that? 

When have your efforts not brought about their desired end, how did you deal with that 
and how could you have done so better?  

 
 
 
The Quran (selected Surahs)  
 
1. What is significant about the ways in which the accounts of creation in the Bible and Quran 
parallel and depart? Consider especially the condition of being before creation, the 
activity/mechanism and duration of creation and the definition of a “day.” 
 
2. The Hebrew Bible and Quran both present human beings as special parts of God/Allah’s 
creation, though there are some notable differences. What and how significant are they? How 
would you understand yourself differently if you believed human beings were created according 
to the text of the Bible or the Quran?  
 
3. These sections of the Quran include accounts of Adam and Eve (though she is not mentioned 
by name in the Quran) and Cain and Abel (also both unnamed in the Quran Surah 5, 27-34). 
How do these accounts parallel and depart from those of the Hebrew Bible and what is the 
significance of these differences?  
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Selections from The Holy Qur’an 
On Creation 

Translated by Abdullah Yusuf Ali 

Surah 39 

62 Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Guardian and 
Disposer of all affairs. 

Surah 2 

255 Allah! There is no god but He - the Living, the Self- 
subsisting, Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His 
are all things in the heavens and on earth. Who is there can 
intercede in His presence except as He permitteth? He 
knoweth what (appeareth to His creatures as) Before or After 
or Behind them. Nor shall they compass aught of His 
knowledge except as He willeth. His Throne doth extend 
over the heavens and the earth, and He feeleth no fatigue in 
guarding and preserving them. For He is the Most High, the 
Supreme (in glory). 

Surah 59 

24 He is Allah, the Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of Forms 
(or Colours). To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names:  
whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare His 
Praises and Glory: and He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.  

Surah 16 

40 For to anything which We have willed, We but say the Word, 
“Be”, and it is.  
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Surah 2 

117 To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth: 
when He decreeth a matter, He saith to it: “Be,” and it is.  

Surah 41 

9 Say: Is it that ye deny Him Who created the earth m two Days? 
And do ye join equals with Him? He is the Lord of (all) the  
Worlds 

10 He set on the (earth) mountains standing firm, high above it,  
and bestowed blessings on the earth, and measured therein all 
things to give them nourishment in due proportion, in four 
Days, in accordance with (the needs of) those who seek  
(Sustenance)  

11 Moreover He comprehended in His design the sky, and it had 
been (as) smoke: He said to it and to the earth: “Come ye 
together, willingly or unwillingly.” They said: “We do come 
(together), in willing obedience.” 

12 So He Completed them as seven firmaments in two Days, and 
He assigned to each heaven its duty and command. And We 
Adorned the lower heaven with lights, and (provided it) with 
Guard. Such is the Decree of (Him) the Exalted in Might, Full  
Of Knowledge. 

Surah 51 

47 With power and skill did We construct the Firmament: for it is  
We Who create the vastness of Space. 

48 And We have spread out the (spacious) earth: how excellently  
We do spread out! 

49 And of every thing We have created pairs: that ye may receive 
instruction. 

Surah 21 

30 Do not the Unbelievers see that the heavens and the earth 
were joined together (as one unit of Creation), before We 
clove them asunder? We made from water every living thing. 
Will they not then believe? 

31 And We have set on the earth mountains standing firm, lest it 
should shake with them, and We have made therein broad 
highways (between mountains) for them to pass through: that 
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they may receive guidance. 
32 And We have made the heavens as a canopy well guarded: yet 

do they tum away from the Signs which these things (point to)! 
33 It is He Who created the Night and the Day, and the sun and 

the moon: all (the celestial bodies) swim along, each in its 
rounded course. 

34 We granted not to any man before thee permanent life (here): 
if then thou shouldst die, would they live permanently? 

35 Every soul shall have a taste of death: and We test you by evil 
and by good by way of trial. To Us must ye return. 

Surah 57 

1 Whatever is in the heavens and on earth - let it declare  
the Praises and Glory of Allah: for He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

2 To Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth:  
it is He Who gives life and Death; and He has Power over all things. 

3 He is the First and the Last, the Evident and the Hidden: 
 and He has full knowledge of all things.  

4 He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in Six Days, and is 
 moreover firmly established on the Throne (of authority).  
He knows what enters within the earth and what comes forth out of it, 
what comes down from heaven and what mounts up to it.  
And He is with you wheresoever ye may be.  
And Allah sees well all that ye do.  

5 To Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth:  
and all affairs are referred back to Allah. 

6 He merges Night into Day, and He merges Day into Night;  
and He has full knowledge of the secrets of (all) hearts. 

Surah 7 

54  Your Guardian-Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth 
in six Days, and is firmly established on the Throne (of authority):  
He draweth the night as a veil o'er the day, each seeking the other  
in rapid succession: He created the sun, the moon, and the Stars, 
 (all) governed by laws under His Command. Is it not His to create and to govern? 
Blessed be Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds! 

Surah 32 

5 He rules (all) affairs from the heavens to the earth: in the end 
will (all affairs) go up to Him, on a Day, the space whereof  
will be (as) a thousand years of your reckoning. 
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Surah 70 

4 The angels and the Spirit ascend unto Him in a Day the 
measure whereof is (as) fifty thousand years: 

Surah 13 

2  Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars that ye  
   can see; He is firmly established on the Throne (of Authority);  

    He has subjected the sun and the moon (to His Law)! Each one  
    runs (its course) for a term appointed. He doth regulate all affairs, 
    explaining the Signs in detail, that ye may believe with  

 certainty in the meeting with your Lord.  
3  And it is He Who spread out the earth, and set thereon  

  mountains standing firm and (flowing) rivers: and fruit of every  
  kind He made in pairs, two and two: He draweth the Night as  
  a veil o'er the Day. Behold, verily in these things there are  
 Signs for those who consider! 

4  And in the earth are tracts (diverse though) neighbouring, and      
  gardens of vines and fields sown with corn, and palm trees –  
  growing out of single roots or otherwise: watered with the  
  same water, yet some of them We make more excellent than  
  others to eat. Behold, verily in these things there are Signs for those 
  who understand! 

Surah 39 

4 Had Allah wished to take to Himself a son, He could have  
chosen whom He pleased out of those whom He doth create: 
but Glory be to Him! (He is above such things.) He is Allah, 
 the One, the Irresistible. 

5 He created the heavens and the earth in true (proportions):  
He makes the Night overlap the Day, and the Day overlap the Night:  
He has subjected the sun and the moon (to His law):  
each one follows a course for a time appointed. Is not He  
the Exalted in Power - He Who forgives again and again? 

6 He created you (all) from a single Person: then created, of like  
nature, his mate; and He sent down for you eight head of cattle 
in pairs: He makes you, in the wombs of your mothers, in stages,  
one after another, in three veils of darkness. Such is Allah, your Lord  
and Cherisher: to Him belongs (all) dominion. There is no god but He: 
then how are ye turned away (from your true Centre)?   
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Surah 36 

33 A Sign for them is the earth that is dead: We do give it life, and 
produce grain therefrom, of which ye do eat. 

34 And We produce therein orchards with date-palms and vines, 
and We cause springs to gush forth therein: 

35 That they may enjoy the fruits of this (artistry): it was not their 
hands that made this: will they not then give thanks? 

36 Glory to Allah, Who created in pairs all things that the earth 
produces, as well as their own (human) kind and (other) things 
of which they have no knowledge. 

37 And a Sign for them is the Night: We withdraw therefrom the 
Day, and behold, they are plunged in darkness; 

38 And the sun runs his course for a period determined for him: 
that is the decree of (Him), the Exalted in Might, the All- 
Knowing. 

39  And the Moon - We have measured for it mansions (to 
traverse) till she returns like the old (and withered) lower part 
of a date-stalk. 

40  It is not permitted to the Sun to catch up the Moon, nor can 
the Night outstrip the Day: each (just) swims along in (its own) 
orbit (according to Law). 

Surah 79 

27 What! Are ye the more difficult to create or the heaven  
(above)? (Allah) hath constructed it:  

28 On high hath He raised its canopy, and He hath given it order  
and perfection.  

29 Its night doth He endow with darkness, and its splendour doth  
He bring out (with light).  

30 And the earth, moreover, hath He extended (to a wide expanse); 
31 He draweth out therefrom its moisture and its pasture;  
32 And the mountains hath He firmly fixed;  
33 For use and convenience to you and your cattle. 

Surah 14 

32 It is Allah Who hath created the heavens and the earth and 
sendeth down rain from the skies, and with it bringeth out 
fruits wherewith to feed you; it is He who hath made the ships 
subject to you, that they may sail across the sea by His 
Command; and the rivers (also) hath He made subject to you. 

33 And he hath made subject to you the sun and the moon, both 
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diligently pursuing their courses; and the Night and the Day 
Hath he (also) made subject to you. 

34 And He giveth to you all that ye ask for. But if ye count the 
favours of Allah, never will ye be able to number them. Verily, 
man is given up to injustice and ingratitude. 

Surah 10 

4 To Him will be your return - of all of you. The promise of  
Allah is true and sure. It is He who beginneth the process of  
Creation, and repeateth it, that He may reward with justice  
those who believe and work righteousness; but those who  
reject Him will have draughts of boiling fluids, and a Penalty grievous, 
because they did reject Him. 

 5 It is He who made the sun to be a shining glory and the moon 
to be a light (of beauty), and measured out stages for her, that  
ye might know the number of years and the count (of time). 
 Nowise did Allah create this but in truth and righteousness.  
(Thus) doth He explain His Signs in detail, for those who understand. 

6 Verily, in the alternation of the Night and the Day, and in all 
that Allah hath created, in the heavens and the earth, are Signs 
for those who fear him. 

Surah 41 

37 Among His Signs are the Night and the Day, and the Sun and 
The Moon. Adore not the sun and the moon, but adore Allah, 
Who created them, if it is Him ye wish to serve. 

Surah 2 

30 Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: ‘I will create a vicegerent 
on earth.’ They said: ‘Wilt Thou place therein one who will 
make mischief therein and shed blood? – whilst we do  
celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?’ He said: ‘I 
know what ye know not.’ 

31 And He taught Adam the nature of all things; then He placed 
them before the angels, and said: ‘Tell Me the nature of these if 
ye are right.’ 

32 They said: ‘Glory to Thee, of knowledge we have none, save  
what Thou hast taught us: in truth it is Thou who art perfect in  
knowledge and wisdom.’ 

33 He said: ‘O Adam! Tell them their natures.’ When he had told 
them, Allah said: ‘Did I not tell you that I know the secrets of 
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heaven and earth, and I know what ye reveal and what ye conceal?’ 

34 And behold, We said to the angels: ‘Bow down to Adam,’ and 
they bowed down: not so Iblis: he refused and was haughty: he 
was of those who reject Faith. 

35 We said: ‘O Adam! Dwell thou and they wife in the Garden; 
and eat of the bountiful things therein as (where and when) ye 
will; but approach not this tree, or ye run into harm and  
transgression.’ 

36 Then did Satan make them slip from the (Garden), and get 
them out of the state (of felicity) in which they had been. We 
said: ‘Get ye down, all (ye people), with enmity between 
yourselves. On earth will be your dwelling-place and your 
means of livelihood - for a time.’ 

37 Then learnt Adam from his Lord words of inspiration, and his 
lord turned towards him; for He is Oft-Returning, Most 
Merciful. 

38 We said: ‘Get ye down all from here; and if, as is sure, there 
comes to you guidance from Me, whosoever follows My 
guidance, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

39 ‘But those who reject Fait and belie Our Signs, they shall be 
Companions of fire; they shall abide therein.’ 

Surah 38 

71 Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: 'I am about to create from clay: 
72 'When I have fashioned him (in due proportion) and breathed 

 into him of My spirit, fall ye down in obeisance unto him’  
73 So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them together: 
74  Not so Iblis: he was haughty, and became one of those who 

reject Faith.   
75 (Allah) said: 'O Iblis! What prevents thee from prostrating 

 thyself to one whom I have created with My hands? Art thou 
haughty? Or art thou one of the high (and mighty) ones? 

76 (Iblis) said: ‘I am better than he: Thou createdst me from fire, 
and him thou createdst from clay.” 

77 (Allah) said: ‘Then get thee out from here: for thou art 
rejected, accursed. 

78 ‘And my curse shall be on thee till the Day of Judgement.” 
79 (Iblis) said: ‘O my Lord! Give me then respite till the Day the  

(dead) are raised!’ 
80 (Allah) said: ‘Respite then is granted thee- 
81 ‘Till the Day of the Time Appointed.’ 
82 (Iblis) said: ‘Then by thy power, I will put them all in the 
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Wrong- 
83 ‘Except Thy Servants amongst them, sincere and purified (by 

They Grace).’ 
84 (Allah) said: ‘Then it is just and fitting – and I say what is just 

and fitting- 
85 ‘That I will certainly fill Hell with thee and those that follow 

thee – every one.’ 
86 Say: ‘No reward do I ask of you for this (Qur’an), nor am I a 

pretender. 
87 ‘This is no less than a Message to (all) the Worlds. 
88 ‘And ye shall certainly know the truth of it (all) after a while.’ 

Surah 15 

26 We created man from sounding clay, from mud moulded into  
shape; 

27 And the Jinn race, We had created before, from the fire of a  
scorching wind.  

28 Behold! Thy Lord said to the angels: 'I am about to create man,  
from sounding clay, from mud moulded into shape;  

29 'When I have fashioned him (in due proportion) and breathed  
into him of My spirit, fall ye down in obeisance unto him.' 

30 So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them together:  
31 Not so Iblis: he refused to be among those who prostrated themselves. 
32 (Allah) said: 'O Iblis! What is your reason for not being among  

those who prostrated themselves? 
 33  (Iblis) said: 'I am not one to prostrate myself to man, whom  

Thou didst create from sounding clay, from mud moulded into shape.' 
34  (Allah) said: 'Then get thee out from here; for thou art 

 rejected, accursed.  
35  'And the Curse shall be on thee till the Day. of Judgment.' 
36 (Iblis) said: 'O my Lord! Give me then respite till the Day the ( dead) are raised.' 
37 (Allah) said: 'Respite is granted thee – 
38  'Till the Day of the Time Appointed.'  
39 (Iblis) said: 'O my Lord! Because Thou hast put me in the  

wrong, I will make (wrong) fair-seeming to them on the earth, 
 and I will put them all in the wrong –  

40  'Except Thy servants among them, sincere and purified (by Thy grace).'  
41  (Allah) said: 'This (way of My sincere servants) is indeed a Way that leads straight to Me. 
42  'For over My servants no authority shalt thou have, except 

such as put themselves in the wrong and follow thee. 
43  And verily, Hell is the promised abode for them all!  
44 To it are seven Gates: for each of those Gates is a (special) class 
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(of sinners) assigned. 

Surah 51 

56 I have only created jinns and men, that they may serve Me.  
57 No Sustenance do I require of them, nor do I require that they should 

feed Me.  
58 For Allah is He Who gives (all) Sustenance - Lord of Power –  

Steadfast (for ever). 
59 For the wrongdoers, their portion is like unto the portion  

 of their fellows (of earlier generations): then let them not ask Me to hasten (that 
portion)! 

60 Woe, then, to the Unbelievers, on account of that Day of 
theirs which they have been promised! 

Surah 72 

1 Say: It has been revealed to me that a company of Jinns listened 
(to the Qur'an). They said, "We have really heard a wonderful 
 Recital! 

2 "It gives guidance to the Right, and we have believed therein: 
we shall not join (in worship) any (gods) with our Lord.” 

Surah 7 

11 It is We Who created you and gave you shape; then We bade 
the angels bow down to Adam, and they bowed down; not so 
Iblis; he refused to be of those who bowed down. 

12 (Allah) said: ‘What prevented thee from bowing down when I  
commanded thee?’ He said: ‘I am better than he: Thou didst 
create me from fire, and him from clay.’ 

13 (Allah) said: ‘Get thee down from this: it is not for thee to be 
arrogant here: get out, for thou art the meanest (of creatures).’ 

14 He said: 'Give me respite till the day they are raised up.'  
15 (Allah) said: 'Be thou among those who have respite.'  
16 He said: 'Because Thou hast thrown me out of the Way, lo, I 

 will lie in wait for them on Thy Straight Way:  
17 'Then will I assault them from before them and behind them, 

from their right and their left: nor wilt Thou find, in most of  
them, gratitude (for Thy mercies).'  

18 (Allah) said: 'Get out from this, disgraced and expelled. If any 
of them follow thee - Hell will I fill with you all.  

19  '0 Adam! Dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden, and enjoy 
 (its good things) as ye wish: but approach not this tree, or ye 
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 run into harm and transgression.'  
20 Then began Satan to whisper suggestions to them, bringing 

 openly before their minds all their shame that was hidden from 
 them (before): he said: 'Your Lord only forbade you this tree, 
 lest ye should become angels or such beings as live for ever.’ 

21 And he swore to them both, that he was their sincere advisor 
22  So by deceit he brought about their fall: when they tasted of 

 the tree, their shame became manifest to them, and they began 
 to sew together the leaves of the Garden over their bodies. 
 And their Lord called unto them: 'Did I not forbid you that 
 tree, and tell you that Satan was an avowed enemy unto you? 

23 They said: 'Our Lord! We have wronged our own souls: if 
Thou forgive us not and bestow not upon us Thy Mercy, we 
shall certainly be lost.'  

 24 (Allah) said: 'Get ye down, with enmity between yourselves. 
On earth will be your dwelling-place and your means of 
 livelihood - for a time.'  

25 He said: 'Therein shall ye live, and therein shall ye die; but 
from it shall ye be taken out (at last).' 

Surah 4 

1 O mankind! Reverence your Guardian-Lord, Who created you 
 from a single Person, created, of like nature, his mate, and from 
 the two of them scattered (like seeds) countless men and 
 women; reverence Allah, through Whom ye demand your 
 mutual (rights), and (reverence) the wombs (that bore you): for 
 Allah ever watches over you. 

Surah 20 

120 But Satan whispered evil to him: he said, 'O Adam! Shall I 
 lead thee to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that never 
 decays?'  

121  In the result, they both ate of the tree, and so their nakedness, 
 appeared to them: they began to sew. together, for their 
 covering, leaves from the Garden: thus did Adam disobey his 
 Lord, and allow himself to be seduced.  

122  But his Lord chose him (for His Grace): He turned to him 
and gave him Guidance. 

123 He said: 'Get ye down, both of you - all together, from the 
Garden, with enmity one to another: but if, as is sure, there 
comes to you guidance from Me, whosoever follows My  
Guidance, will not lose his way, nor fall into misery. 
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124  ‘But whosoever turns away from My Message, verily for him 
is a life narrowed down, and We shall raise him up blind on  
the Day of Judgment.'  

125 He will say: 'O my Lord! Why hast Thou raised me up blind 
 while I had sight (before)?' 

126 (Allah) will say: 'Thus didst Thou, when Our Signs came 
unto thee, disregard them: so wilt thou, this day, be 
disregarded.' 

127 And thus do We recompense him who transgresses beyond 
 bounds and believes not in the Signs of his Lord: and the  
Penalty of the Hereafter is far more grievous and more enduring. 

128  Is it not a warning to such men (to call to mind) how many  
generations before them We destroyed, in whose haunts they 
(now) move? Verily, in this are Signs for men endued with  
understanding. 

Surah 5 

27 Recite to them the truth of the story of the two sons of Adam. 
Behold, they each presented a sacrifice (to Allah): it was  
accepted from one, but not from the other. Said the latter: 'Be 
sure I will slay thee.' 'Surely,' said the former, 'Allah doth  
accept of the sacrifice of those who are righteous.  

28 'If thou dost stretch thy hand against me, to slay me, it is not 
 for me to stretch my hand against thee to slay thee: for I do fear 
Allah, the Cherisher of the worlds.  

29 'For me, I intend to let thee draw on thyself my sin as well as  
thine, for thou wilt be among the Companions of the Fire and 
 that is the reward of those who do wrong.' 

30 The (selfish) soul of the other led him to the murder of his 
brother: he murdered him, and became (himself) one of the lost ones. 

31 Then Allah sent a raven, who scratched the ground, to show 
 him how to hide the shame of his brother. 'Woe is me!' said  
he; 'Was I not even able to be as this raven, and to hide the  
shame of my brother?' Then he became full of regrets –  

32 On that account: We ordained for the Children of lsrael that if  
anyone slew a person - unless it be for murder or for spreading  
mischief in the land - it would be as if he slew the whole  
people: and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the 
life of the whole people. Then although there came to them  
Our Messengers with Clear Signs, yet, even after that, many of  
them continued to commit excesses in the land.  

33 The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His  
Messenger, and strive with might and main for mischief, 
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through the land is: execution, or crucifixion, or the cutting 
off of hands and feet from opposite sides, or exile from the 
land: that is their disgrace in this world, and a heavy 
 punishment is theirs in the Hereafter; 

34 Except for those who repent before they fall into your power: 
in that case, know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

35 Every soul shall have a taste of death: and We test you by evil 
and by good in way of trial. To Us must ye return. 

Surah 3 

81  Behold, Allah took the Covenant of the Prophets, saying: ‘I 
 give you a Book and Wisdom; then comes to you a Messenger, 
confirming what is with you; you must believe in him and 
render him help.’ Allah said: ‘Do ye agree, and take this my 
Covenant as binding on you?’ They said: ‘We agree.’ He said: 
‘Then bear witness, and I am with you among the witnesses.’ 

82 If any turn back after this, they are perverted transgressors. 
83 Do they seek for other than Religion of Allah? – while all 

creatures in the heavens and on earth have, willing or 
unwilling, bowed to His Will (accepted Islam), and to Him 
shall they all be brought back. 

84 Say: ‘We believe in Allah, and in what has been revealed to us 
and what was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and 
the Tribes, and in (the Books) given to Moses, Jesus, and the 
Prophets, from their Lord: we make no distinction between 
one and another among them, and to Allah do we bow our 
will (in Islam).’ 

85 If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to 
Allah), never will it be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter he 
will be in the ranks of those who have lost (all spiritual good). 

86 How shall Allah guide those who reject faith after they  
accepted it and bore witness that the Messenger was true and 
that Clear Signs had come unto them? And Allah guides not a  
people unjust. 

87 Of such the reward is that on them (rests) the curse of Allah, of 
His angels, and of all mankind. 
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